


























































Action between the Comet, Boyle and Hibernian, Lennon 

 

 
 

Hibernia W.I.M. of London 6 guns 22 men John Lennon, Commander attacked at 1/2 7 P.M. by 
the American privateer Comet 16 Guns130 Men; January 10th 1814 off the island of Saba.  

 

 



 

 
12 at Midnight; the Hibernia attempting to run the Comet down 

 

 
At 1/2 past 3 P.M. January 11th the Hibernia after the action standing into the harbour of St. 
Thomas 
 



Thomas Whitcombe's set of three paintings, showing the War of 1812 engagement 

between the American privateer Comet and the British naval ship Hibernia, can be 
counted among the finest and most historically significant paintings to have come to 

market. The conflict was widely reported by both the American and British press at the 
time of the battle and these are the only known works to show the famous American 

vessel. Adding to their value is the outstanding provenance of the paintings, 
commissioned by the commander of the Hibernia, Captain John Lennon. Remarkably, 

they have passed by descent through his family for over 170 years.  

Under the command of the daring Thomas Boyle, the privateer ship the Comet was one 
of the most successful vessels of the naval War of 1812 and a never-ending menace to 

the British fleet. The action between Boyle's Comet and Lennon's Hibernia took place in 

the West Indies and was of particular note due to the disparity in size between the two 
vessels (the British ship, the Hibernia was much larger) and thus the unparalleled bravery 

of the Comet's commander. On the morning of January 10, 1814 the Comet's outlook 
spotted the Hibernia and Captain Boyle gave the command to give chase. By six o'clock 

the Comet was close enough that the Hibernia's only choice was to ready for battle or 
surrender. At seven thirty pm the Comet fired on the Hibernia and the conflict continued 

to rage through most of the night. The action was recorded in Captain Boyle's journal and 
in Thomas Whitcombe's astonishing oil paintings in which he skillfully portrays the 

moonlit action.  

Thomas Whitcombe is considered to be one of the finest British marine painters, his 

works beautifully exhibiting an excellence in draughtsmanship and understanding of 
subject matter. His remarkable ability to interpret weather conditions and the movement 

of vessels in the water indicates some practical experience at sea although direct 
evidence of this is unavailable. Born in London in 1763, Whitcombe became a student at 

the Royal Academy in 1782 and remained a regular exhibitor at the Academy between 
the years 1883 and 1824. His output was prolific and E. H. H. Archibald considered the 

painter to be the greatest contributor to the recording of the naval battles of the French 
Revolutionary Wars in The Dictionary of Sea Painters of Europe and America (Woodbridge 

Suffolk, 2000). Apart from the paintings for the fifty plates in The Naval Achievements of 
Great Britain, Whitcombe made at least one hundred other paintings for other wartime 

engravings.  

Reference http://www.artnet.com 

 







Captain John Lennon 
British Library reference; 

Author. Burn, David 
Title The Chivalry of the Mercantile Marine illustrated by some remarkable 

passages in the life of captain John Lennon 
Publisher/year pp.32 Jenkin Thomas: Plymouth, 1841. 
Shelfmark 1414.c.67 

I’ve added some illustrations to the following from the net and the 
declaration for the Young Jonah which gives details of the vessel 

unfortunately that for the Hibernia couldn’t be found. 
http://www.1812privateers.org/ 


